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CARLTON IS H

CELEBRATING

arlton is very proud to celebrate our

125%™ year in business. Over many

decades, countless people have

been a part of a unique culture that
has endured multiple locations, owners,
business cycles and a constantly changing
industry.

The hard work, knowledge and
commitment to quality have carried
forward through a common thread woven
by thousands of employees, customers,
vendors and so many others from the past
to the present.

Early day catalogs and price list

Carlton Nursery was founded in 1890

by the Brooks family, originally growing
prune trees in the town of Carlton, Oregon
for the commercial orchard industry.

As the company grew, it moved to
different and larger pieces of property to
accommodate its need for land. In 1971
the nursery finally settled in Dayton,
Oregon.

A Newsletter from Carlton Plants LLC

£ YEARS. ..

Forest Grove office 1950's

Carlton has grown considerably over
the years and currently operates on
approximately 1950 acres. We still
produce fruit trees and rootstocks and
remain predominately bareroot just as
we did back in 1890. However, we have
diversified into growing a large selection
of shade and ornamental trees, shrubs,
liners and most recently tissue cultures.

Although many of the people from the
founding years are gone or perhaps even
forgotten,
their spirit
carries on
through our
current staff
of people.
This group
ranges in
tenure,

but most
have been
working
here for a long time bringing years of
experience to pass on to the current and
future employees of Carlton Plants.

Early days delivery

Most of all we are proud to serve you, our customers,
and to provide the industry with the best quality we
can produce. Thank you for making it possible for us to
continue in business all of these years and we look forward
to many more to come!
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“Great things do
not just happen
by impulse but

as a succession of
small things linked
together”

-Vincent van Gogh




Cotinus, smoke in the garden,

A plant for the Ages

Smokebush, Cotinus has been a dramatic contributor Cotinus is well known as a shrub but performs admirably
to the landscape since the 1600’s. A tough and durable as a tree form as well and three excellent cultivars are
shrub or small tree, it has continued to offer unique colors  offered by Carlton Plants.

in the landscape with its brightly colored foliage and o )

interesting floral display. Cotinus was a popular plant Tree form Golden Spirit is a newer cultivar that emerges
during the Victorian era at public gardens and has seen with spectacular chartreuse to lime green foliage and

a resurgence in everyday landscape use since the prolific ~ matures to an attractive golden yellow in the summer.

number of new cultivars have been introduced in the last ~ The spectacular fall show makes a statement with coral,
century. orange and red foliage. The‘smoke’ plumes are whitish-

pink and offer additional summer interest. This cultivar
Smokebush is aptly named for the unique inflorescences performs well in the upper hardiness zones and has
which are covered with tiny, persistent hairs that give shown to retain its dramatic colors even in the deep
them the appearance of plumes of smoke. These south.
inflorescences colors range from a smoky ivory to rosy
pink, grayish purple to dark burgundy. This show starts
right after the insignificant blooms appear in early
summer and the clouds of smoke last throughout the
summer months.

The tree form Cotinus x Grace is the European species
crossed with the American species C. obovatus. It is one
of the largest and most vigorous cultivars and is a good fit

With the proliferation of the many cultivars currently for a medium sized tree in the landscape. The emerging
available, the primary attributes of this plant have been foliage is green overlaid with red and matures to a blue-
increased with not only the ‘smoke; but with the dramatic  green in summer. The fall foliage transforms to a pleasing
colors of the plants foliage. The vibrant spring foliage red, orange and yellow. Grace has one of the largest and
of these deciduous shrubs and trees range from lime most dramatic clouds of smoke blooms with large, deep

green to blue green, dark greens to yellows and multiple pink panicles covering this tree in early summer.
shades of purple. That foliage then transforms into a fall
display with multiple yellows, oranges, scarlets, purples,
and burgundys to choose from. These bold colors offer
abundant opportunities to meet an array of color choices
in the landscape!

Cotinus coggygria hails from Southern Europe and China.
It is a member of the Anacardiaceae family along with its
better known cousins the Rhus and cashews. It is hardy
from Zones 4 to 8 although the colder zones are likely

to make it a die back plant. Cotinus is very tolerant to a
broad range of pH conditions as well as soil types. Itis
known to be very drought tolerant once it is established
and performs well in all but wet - soggy conditions.

Carlton Plants has been growing Cotinus for many years

Cotinus Royal Purple & 'lr.-J" . Q
o i "*";. o N
and offers a wide selection of size and color combinations. ' — _ '

continued on page 5
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THE WAR WAGON

or many years, the nursery has seen the

need for a mobile raised work platform to

perform “in-row” tasks on the taller trees

that we grow. This machine would need

to fit our row spacing of 52" and allow the
operators to stand at a general height of 3 feet
in order to reach the tree tops.

We have seen custom built machines for this
purpose on numerous trips to some of the
European nurseries, however it always seemed
like the timing was wrong or a higher priority
kept postponing the purchase of such a unit.
Could we modify one of our tractors and create
our own mobile work platform?

The first requirements for a mobile platform
were that it had to fit between the tree rows
without damaging the tree limbs and be able
to traverse over rough ground. We had a

little unused JD
tractor with 4
wheel drive set
up at 36" tread
width, so we had
already cleared
the first hurdles.

The next
challenge was
to convert

the tractors’
standard
transmission to
some type of
hydraulic drive
so the operator
could slowly
creep from one
tree to the next
without burning up the clutch. With a few
modifications our little tractor moved under its
own hydraulic pressure by the use of a hand
operated spool valve. We were on our way.

By Randy mccool

With the confidence knowing that the tractor
still moved, we began the transformation
from a tractor to a raised work platform. In
place of the original hood and seat, a platform
was fabricated large enough and at a perfect
height for three people to stand on and reach
the tree tops.

Once the platform was built, all of the
operating controls needed to be moved to

the front of the railing so the operator can
drive the unit standing up. Once that was
completed a hand operated valve was added
to allow the driver to control the ground speed
to match the speed of the pruning or tying
tasks.

Relocating the transmission controls presented
another challenge. With more converting the
driver can now shift from neutral to reverse
and to forward low or forward high with one
lever. Steering, throttle and brakes were the
next modifications.

With the raised platform constructed and all
of the controls relocated to the new upper
level, we focused our attention on shielding to
protect the tree limbs. We had already built a
safety rail around the raised platform, so this
railing was used to attach sheets of UHMW

to function as shields. These black durable
sheets gave the mobile platform a whole

new appearance
thus earning the
nickname “The War
Wagon”.

The mobile work
platform is easy to
drive and is built
with simple parts
that are readily
available. The driver
climbs in with the
ladder at the rear of
the unit and simply
starts the engine
with the original key
switch. The throttle is adjusted to the full rated
engine speed. The transmission is shifted into
gear and the hydraulic spool valve is moved

to the desired ground speed. When the spool
valve is released it springs back to a neutral
position and the unit comes to a stop.

So far the only request from the operators

is the desire for air conditioning. We are

currently working on ideas for that. »#
9

A more in depth article can be obtained by calling the

nursery
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Talklng Cameras by Mike Sullivan®

This article is aimed at the person who always packs
their camera phone. Our firm just printed a nursery
catalog featuring a dominant super closeup photo on
the cover—shot with a camera phone. The extreme
closeup quality was amazingly good. No $1000 DSLR
+macro lens needed!

Here are some points to consider when YOU decide to
enter a camera phone photo contest, shoot a picture
for a flyer or ad, or just increase your capability:

Fill the frame with pertinent subject matter. If you have
to crop out poles and wires, you'll lose image quality—a
lot! Use your feet to get in close or further away—rather
than using a zoom lens.

This gaggle of lilies is a fun photo just because | moved in possibly as close as
the lens would allow. | got down to almost ground level rather than shooting
down. You can now get wide-angle lenses that snap onto your cell phone
camera.

Tell a story. Hungry diners at Carlton’s summer dinner party eye the main
course of Nisqually salmon—caught the same day and cooked Native
American style.

This far away shot was necessary to get all of the greenhouses and outdoor

plants into the picture. Greenhouses by themselves are boring—but the
colored rows turns up the interest.

Basically a one-color image—the pattern of the pond is interrupted by
an amphibious critter—checking out a flying aperitif.

Plant textures and colors can be striking.
These banana leaves stumped our plant ID experts.

TO DO’s: find and install an editing app like Pho-
toshop for comera phones; use the “sharpening”
feature. Get a wide-angle auxiliary wide-angle lens
if available.

Learn how to use the phone’s HDR camera feature if
shooting backlit or sidelit subject.

Shoot outdoor closeups of plants on a cloudy or
partly cloudy day with the sun behind the clouds for
a much more saturated color.

Use birds-eye and bugs-eye angles to make subjects
more interesting. aé_
-

*Mike Sullivan is a printing rep for Select Impressions in Salem, OR. He has done
numerous nursery catalog covers and plant photos over a 45- year career. He
describes himself as an analog guy in a digital world.
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continued from page 2

otinus Royal Purple is one of the most widely used
cultivars and considered by many as the best of
the purple leafed cultivars. This versatile selection
works well as a single trunk tree as well as a shrub
in the landscape. Itis happy in full sun but does well in
partial shade. The emerging foliage is a rich maroon-red
and darkens to almost purplish red or black. Royal Purple
has the darkest red foliage of the lot and has the least
amount of leaf fading as the season plays out and for
this reason is one of the better cultivars for the Southern
regions. The burgundy colored inflorescences age to a
dusty wine pink.

Cotinus Purple Supreme has excellent deep purple foliage
with hints of pink during the summer season. The foliage
color is very predictable and holds well throughout the
summer before maturing in the fall to a nice red. Pretty
pink inflorescences describe the large airy plume-like
flowers. This shrub like many of the shrub type cultivars
responds well to severe late winter pruning to offer

more dramatic foliage color. Pruning within a foot of the
ground periodically rejuvenates the foliage color without
sacrificing the highly desirable smoke display.

The old fashioned Smoketree offers many additional
attributes as the flowers are huge attractors to bees and a
natural orange/yellow dye can be derived from the plant.
Both the flowers and foliage create an exotic affect in floral
arrangements.

Cultivars old and new continue to make Cotinus a plant
that is changing with the times. It offers as many uses
as it does color combinations. Whether used for mass
plantings, hedging, as an accent or in general gardens,
it continues to be a three season color performer in the
landscape.

The Year was 1890

Carlton Plants Gelebrating 125 Years

The 23" President of the United States in office was
Benjamin Harrison. He was 53 years old.

The U.S. population was 62,622,250 and there were
approximately 17.8 people per square mile of land area.

Idaho and Wyoming were admitted as the 43™ and 44
U.S. states.

Yosemite National Park was established at the urging of
John Muir.

The fountain pen was patented.
Sitting Bull and Vincent van Gogh both died.

The Battle of Wounded Knee occurred.

The U.S. census began using an automated tabulating
machine with punch cards invented by Herman Hollerith.
It was a historic moment in the history of computing;
Hollerith’s company eventually became IBM.

The Weather Bureau was established within the
Department of Agriculture.

Groucho Marx, Agatha Christie and Dwight D. Eisenhower
were born that year.

Women wore corsets. Suede shoes were new to the
market.

Men wore short hair, pointed beards, hats and ascots.

Ellis Island (NYC) opened as a US immigration depot.
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Cariton Plants LLC Field Reps

CA,OR,WA British Columbia CO,ID,MT,NM,UT,WY,Alberta IA,MN,ND,NE,SD,WI|,Manitoba AR IL(S0.),KS,MO,0K,TX
Joe Dixon, Hort. Sales & Serv. LLC Steve Carlson Gary Bills Tim Wommack Nursery Sales LLC
jdixoncp@frontier.com scarlson@carltonplants.com gnsbills@sio.midco.net timwommack@sbcglobal.net
Ph: 800-442-1459 Ph: 800-442-1458 Ph: 800-442-1457 Ph: 314-409-9710
Fx: 800-442-1460 Fx: 800-442-1462 Fx: 888-909-1312 Fx: 314-721-0899

IL(Northern),IN,MI KY,OHWV ME,NH,NY,PA,VT,Nova Scotia, AL,GANC,SC,TN,VA

Gary Eggenberger Adam McClanahan Ontario, Quebec Dennis Niemeyer
geggenberger@carltonplants.com amcclanahan@carltonplants.com Will Steller dennis@ncwildflower.com

Ph: 800-442-1455 Ph: 800-442-1453 wsteller@carltonplants.com Ph: 800-525-3597

Fx: 800-442-1456 Fx: 800-442-1454 Ph: 800-865-6484 Fx: 800-525-3598 Q

Fx: 800-865-6489

Trees

Acer pseudosieboldianum

Acer triflorum

Aesculus glabra Early Glow ™
Gymnocladus dioicus True North™
Magnolia acuminate x Butterflies
Magnolia x Galaxy

Syringa pubescens subsp. Juliane ‘Hers’
Syringa pekinensis Copper Curls®
Taxodium distichum Lindsey’s Skyward™

Shrubs

Cornus alba Creme de Mint™
Corylus avellana Red Dragon
Hibiscus syriacus White Angel™
Hydrangea macrophylla Wedding Gown™ |
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Fire and Ice’
Itea virginiana Scarlet Beauty
Sobaria sorbifolia‘Sem’

CT,DE,MA,MD,NJ,Rl,Long Island NY
Ed Gregan
egregan@carltonplants.com
Ph: 866-991-8307
Fx: 866-991-8308

Potted Liners

Corylus avellana Jefferson
Corylus avellana Sacajawea
Corylus avellana Yamihill

Populus tremuloides Prairie Gold
Prunus Gisela®6

Prunus Gisela®12

Pyrus OHxF #87

|earltan

CARLTON PLANTS LLC
14301 SE Wallace Rd
PO Box 398, Dayton, Oregon 97114-0398
Phone (503) 868-7971 e (800) 398-8733
FAX (800) 442-1452
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